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them approved in retrospect, and of being appropriately
decorated.
Two years after this quasi-formal conclusion of the in-
vestigation into the first few years of the war there arrived,
surprisingly enough, a note from the American Govern-
ment. This was a demand on the German Government
in the shape of a claim for compensation amounting to
forty million dollars for damage caused to property of the
American nation during the years 1914-17 by the activities
of Papen, Rintelen and their agents. These demands not
only included official figures for the destruction of c Black
Tom ', the explosion at the Kingsland works and for other
effective acts of sabotage, but also all damage which had
been suffered by American citizens privately through loss
of life, health or property.
International lawsuits of this kind, which involve lengthy
preliminaries, writs and counterwrits, summonses and
evidence, always extend, naturally enough, over a long
period of time. It is to be anticipated that, even now, after
sixteen years, the so-called * American claims ' are still not
finally settled. But in the course of the years which have
passed in the negotiations over this question Herr von
Papen once again had the opportunity of acting a very
characteristic part. For he declared on oath, and even
signed this declaration with his own hand, that he knew
nothing of these acts of sabotage and the resultant damage,
etc., in America, and that he had never had a hand in it.
This* statement was made at the end of 19127, after an
attempt by the German authorities to rid themsdves of this
uncomfortable busiiiess by refusing to face the facts. When,
however, the Americans declined to have their claims put
aside so lightly, Dr. Gauss, the chief of the legal depart-
ment of the German Foreign Ministry (who since then has
obtained a special position of confidence under Hitler, in
working out for him artful and crooked agreements), hit
upon the idea of giving the American authorities a knock-
out blow by declarations on oath. He demanded of Count
Bernstorff, von Papen, Boy-Ed and Rintelen that they
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